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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
AND 

CERTIFICATION UNDER 37 CFR 1, 97(e) (1) 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, B.C. 20231 

ATTENTION; BOX ISSUE FEE 

SIR: 



NOT. OF ALLOWANCE 2/17/98 
bATCH NO.: A53 

Express Mail Mailing Label 

No.: EM 444 880 264 US 

Date of Deposit: March 18. 1998 

I hereby certify that this paper is being 

deposited with the United States Postal 

Service "Express Mail Post Office to 

Addressee" service under 37 CFR 1.10 on the 

date indicated above and is addressed to the 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents. 

Washington. D.C. 20231 

Dcf^othy DeFrancesco 

In the event that this Paper is late filed, 
and the necessary petition for extension of 
time is not filed concurrently herewith, 
please consider this as a Petition for the 
requisite extension of time, and to the 
extent not tendered by check attached 
hereto, authorization to charge the 
extension fee. or any other fee 
required in connection with this Paper 
to Account No. 06-1378. 
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This application has been allowed. The Issue Fee has not 
yet been paid. 

Submitted herewith are: 

(1) Copy of a COMMUNICATION (1 page) , SEARCH REPORT (2 
pages) , and ANNEX (1 page) issued from the European Patent Office 
in a counterpart European application; 

(2) Copies of publications cited in the SEARCH REPORT; 

(3) Form PTO-1449, It is requested that said publications 
be considered and made of record, and that a copy of the enclosed 
Form PTO-1449 with the Examiner's initials in the left column be 
returned to the undersigned attorney; and 

(4) PETITION UNDER 37 CFR 1.97(d) (2) . 

Each of the cited publications is considered relevant or 
material to the patentability of the present invention in view of 
the citation thereof in said COMMUNICATION, and for the reasons 
stated in said COMMUNICATION. 





The SEARCH REPORT is in English, which satisfies the 
requirement for a concise explanation of relevance for any 
publications not in English. 

CERTIFICATION UNDER 37 CFR 1,97 (e) (1) 

The undersigned hereby certifies that each item of 
information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement 
was cited in said COMMUNICATION from the European Patent Office 
in a counterpart foreign application, not more than three months 
prior to the filing of the present Information Disclosure 
Statement; said COMMUNICATION bears a mailing date of 
February 25, 1998. Therefore, the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement is timely under the provisions of 37 CFR 
1.97(e) (1) . 

It is respectfully requested that the attached publications 
be considered and made "of record" . 
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767 THIRD AVENUE - 25TH FLOOR 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10017-2023 

Tel, No. (212) 319-4900 
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Encs.: (1) Copy of COMMUNICATION (1 page), 



SEARCH REPORT (2 pages) ; and 
ANNEX (1 page) 

(2) Form PTO-1449 and publications identified therein 

(3) PETITION UNDER 37 CFR 1.97(d) (2) 



Respectfully submitted. 




RICHARD S. BARTH 
REG. NO. 28,180 
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